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Hello, I'm Brian Rodgers and it is wonderful to be here. You've all had the opportunity to
meet my wife, Cathy, this week. As you know, we are the proud parents of a wonderful
boy- Cole- who has Down syndrome.

With the birth of Cole, Cathy and I have been introduced to an incredible network of
families and organizations that make up the developmentally disabled community.

After Cole was born people from all across the country wrote very positive letters and
sent encouraging e-mails. I was surprised at the number of people who are touched by a
person with a disability -siblings, cousins, uncle, neighbor. They wrote about how they
had been deeply touched by a person with a disability. They gave Cathy and me a
glimpse of the tremendous love and support within the developmentally disabled
community -and the greater impact Cole would have on our lives and the world as a
whole. They spoke of a rich experience in life when we change our focus from a self
centered perspective to a greater purpose in life, a purpose which reaches beyond our
immediate sphere. Cole has inspired me to spend time with fathers who are working
through the challenges of fathering and raising a child with developmental disabilities -
reminding them that they are not alone in this journey.

I'm thankful for those who have walked this path before us and dramatically improved
the opportunities and resources available to Cole. Cole has opportunities today because
of a vast network or people who have tirelessly worked to ensure those with disabilities
have been given the opportunity to fully optimize their God given potential.

However, as we all know, there's still more work to be done, which is why this
conference is so important. We have an ongoing challenge of reaching out to our friends
and communities and educating them to reach out and educate others.

I want to thank you for all your hard work this week. You've met a number of people
here, from national advocates, public figures, Members of Congress, and families looking
to give their children new opportunities and a greater quality of life.

You've made a positive impact on public policy here in Washington. You have met folks
and made the issues of Down syndrome real to them. You have shared your personal
stories with people in positions of influence. This is sowing the seeds to make great
progress in the future. And you have begun to lay the foundation of strong relationships
with people in positions of influence.

As you know, this is not a once a year effort. You need to keep the contact information
of the folks you met with and follow up with them throughout the year. Persistence is
what prevails in Congress. I encourage you to continue to foster these relationships with
the people you already know and the new faces you have met. Keep in touch, learn new



things, share these things with the folks you met this week. Being an advocate for the
developmentally disabled is a long term goal.

Your organizations are a tremendous asset to the families in your communities. Through
your work, many families are discovering the same joy that I have, and with your
continued support, many more families will have the opportunity to receive the resources
they need to ensure a child with Down syndrome is given every opportunity to reach his
or her full God given potential.

Thank you all again for making the effort to come Washington, time away from your
friends and families and for your work to be such a positive influence on the policies that
are considered before Congress. Travel safe and God bless.



